
UNITE’S 
POLITICAL 
FUND BALLOT IS 
COMING.
MAY 2023.
It’s a Yes 
from me!

ACTIVISTS’ 
GUIDE
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By 1 May 2023, Unite members will 

receive a ballot paper about our 

Political Fund. 

It is now more important than ever for us to 

win a big yes vote to keep our Political Fund.

Hostile governments have always tried to 

make it harder for unions to have our say on 

the political decisions that affect workers and 

our communities. 

One way they have done this is with laws 

that mean any activity that might be deemed 

‘political’ has to be paid for with money from a 

separate Political Fund. 

These laws mean we can only campaign to 

change political decisions that are hurting our 

members if we have a Political Fund.

This is now more important than ever. 

Whether it’s the Westminster government 

failing to come to the table in NHS talks and 

spreading lies about our members, cutting 

our services and refusing to invest in our vital 

infrastructure, skills and industries or attacking 

workers’ rights, it’s clear we cannot rely on 

politicians to deliver for us – we have to take 

the lead.

For example, since I was elected we have been 

using our Political Fund to start building union 

power in our communities, campaigning on 

issues like the NHS, food poverty, pensions 

and the cost of living. Not relying on 

politicians of any party to lead on these issues 

- doing it ourselves as a union. But this could 

now be at risk.

Since the 1980’s all unions have had to conduct 
a postal ballot every 10 years on whether they 
can still have a Political Fund. For us, that time 
has now come again. Unite members have 
always voted yes to keep the fund. But of 
course, many politicians who want our union 
silenced are hoping for a different result this 
time. So we must now disappoint them.

We must oppose this attempt to silence us and 
vote yes to keep the fund. I believe it’s vital that 
we can continue to have our own voice on key 
issues. 

This is why we need you. Unite has really 
fantastic members. Your passion, dedication 
and commitment make you our greatest asset. 
We cannot win this ballot without your support 
and this guide is designed to give you the tools 
to help us succeed together. 

So take it forward and urge all members to vote 
yes because a yes from us means we  
can continue to deliver on the issues that 
matter to you and put our money where  
our mouth is.

Vote yes as we fight to protect jobs, pay and 
conditions. 

VOTE YES FOR 
A WORKERS’ 
VOICE! 



What is the  
Political Fund?
Our fund is our voice. Without it, we wouldn’t 
be able to campaign and lobby on the issues 
that affect you, your families and communities.

Due to anti-union laws introduced in the 1980s, 
trade unions are required to have a separate 
Political Fund which we use to campaign for key 
issues. This means lobbying for jobs and a future 
for your children, defending our NHS, fighting for 
better workplace rights and so much more. 

So what does the political fund 
pay for?  
It pays for us to: 

  Campaign for a political policy or direction, 
for example to invest in public services 
and manufacturing or campaign against a 
manifesto commitment, such as anti-trade 
union laws. 

  Expose attacks on workers – such as the new 
attacks on workers’ rights and the right to 
strike.

  Campaign for and drive policy change, putting 
people before profits and protecting the 
interests of working people and their families.

  Produce and distribute campaign materials, for 
campaigns including Get me Home Safely and 
End Fire & Rehire.

  Advertise in support of or against a policy, for 
example, our NHS Under Siege and Unite for a 
Workers’ Economy campaigns. 

  Work to ensure working people can vote in 
local and national elections.

Why do we need a 
Political Fund?
Unite is fully committed to our members and 
needs to have every tool available to fight for 
you 100%. 

To do this we need to be able to put our money 
where our mouth is. 

Your Political Fund lets us do 
just that and means we can 
fight for:

  Decent wages that allow us all to support 
ourselves and our families.

  Better terms and conditions – including 
workplace health and safety.

  Your rights at work – and oppose all  
attacks on workers, most recently on the 
right to strike.

  A more equal society, taking on racism and 
all discrimination.

  Freedom from food poverty.

  Our NHS and vital public services – and 
defend them from cuts and privatisation. 

  Fair pensions that mean we can all retire 
comfortably.

  Affordable energy.

  Policies that put people before profits and 
put workers and their families first.

  YOU!
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Postal votes will 
be sent to every 
member’s home. 
The real campaign will be in our 
workplaces. This is why – you – 
our workplace reps, shop stewards, 
and branch officers will have a 
crucial role to play in ensuring 
the success of this campaign and 
getting us over the line.
 
This pocket guide is designed 
to help you make that case 
by answering the questions 
members may have, but if you 
need more information, please 
email the Unite political team at 
politicalfund@unitetheunion.org  

The ballot opens on 1 May 2023 
and closes on 22 May 2023.

Why do we need a ballot? 
In the 1980’s Conservative governments tried 
everything they could to attack unions and our 
members.

In 1984, they introduced legislation so that millions 
of trade union members in this country have to 
vote every 10 years to keep Political Funds – or 
workers would lose their political voice.

What this really meant was clarified by the courts 
in 1987. Nalgo – now part of Unison – organised 
their Make People Matter campaign to defend 
public services. Just like today, services were facing 
massive cuts, so the campaign was critical of the 

Conservative Government 
of the day, but was not 
party political. They paid 
for it out of their general 
fund.This landed Nalgo in 
court. 

The judges ruled that 
expenditure on campaigns like that could only 
come from a Political Fund. Nalgo didn’t have one 
and they received a heavy fine. After this they voted 
to set up their Political Fund.

So now, if unions want to have a strong voice  
to campaign for change, we must ballot  
members every 10 years and vote to keep  
our Political Fund. 

What happened in 
previous political 
ballots?
Every time we have asked our members in the past, 
they’ve delivered a resounding yes vote to keep the 
Political Fund. 

With the consistent attacks by the government and 
the punishing cost of living crisis, we need another yes 
vote to ensure we can continue to fight together for 
good jobs, pay and conditions.

What percentage of 
members need to vote in 
this ballot?
Every vote matters. We need this ballot to send a 
message to the government.

But unlike other industrial action ballots, there is no 
turnout threshold.  A simple majority of members 
voting (50%+1 member) will decide the outcome for 
this ballot.
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How serious would it be 
if we lost our Political 
Fund?
The purpose of the law is to undermine trade 
unions and substantially reduce our power. 

So losing this ballot would be very serious.

Much of the campaigning by members and the 
union we currently take for granted would no longer 
be allowed. 

In workplaces and communities across the country, 
Unite is driving a UK-wide strategy to help force 
change led by people for the people.

It would not be possible to do this without a 
Political Fund.

What will the ballot 
paper look like?
Unfortunately the wording of the ballot question is 
confusing to understand but it is set out in law and 
cannot be changed. To help make things easier, 
we’ve included a picture of the ballot paper here. 

Please note this is not the actual ballot, it is just a 
picture but we just wanted to make sure you knew 
what to expect. 

The key point is that we need members to 
understand the importance of the union having a 
Political Fund and of voting yes so we can continue 
to put our money where our mouth is. 

What can activists do to 
win the yes vote?
5 THINGS YOU CAN DO TO  
WIN THE YES VOTE! 

TALK ABOUT 
THE BALLOT!

Order a 
campaign pack. 

1.

2.

Tell members the vote is coming in  
MAY 2023 and to vote yes!

Make sure your branch, shop stewards committees, 
workplace committees, regional sector committees, 
regional equalities committees, young members, 
retired members and community members know 
the vote is coming. 

Use these opportunities to answer questions  
and hand out materials and build support for  
a big yes vote. 

Copies of this guide, along with posters, 
stickers and flyers can be ordered using 
the online form at  
www.unitetheunion.org/PoliticalFund  
or from your regional office. 

You can also download social media graphics and 
the videos from the website or get in touch with the 
Political team at politicalfund@unitetheunion.org 
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Spread the 
word.

Vote Yes! Get 
out the vote 
day of action! 

Share the 
facts .3.

5.

4.
Build a team to campaign for a big yes 
vote. Ask them to help you spread the 
word and boost your get out the vote 
campaign. Make sure they read this guide 
so that they too can answer the most 
common questions, and are ready to win 
the yes vote.  

Many members will be unaware of what the Political 
Fund is or that the ballot is coming. From now until 
the ballot opens is the time to raise awareness. Use 
every tool at your disposal to communicate with 
your members. From posters on noticeboards, flyers, 
emails, Whatsapp and social media.  Make sure 
you explain why voting yes for the Political Fund 
is important, tying it back to the issues that matter 
most to your members in your workplace. Be proud 
– argue the case.  

One of the biggest misconceptions is that 
the ballot is about the Labour Party. It’s 
not. It’s about ensuring Unite has a really 
strong voice to win for workers. We use 
our Political Fund to lobby for what our 
members need, from pay rises to better 
investment in UK industries, jobs and skills. 

Trade unions have always acted politically to win 
better wages, working rights and to make working 
people’s lives better. Business and companies lobby 
politicians all the time. Yet they are not subject to 
the same restrictive laws. 

We must win this vote to ensure 
working people’s voices are 
heard too.  

As soon as ballot papers start landing on 
doormats, you and your team need to be 
ready to ramp up the GET OUT THE VOTE 
campaign. 

The key now is to remind people to vote 
and post back their ballot papers! 

Why not pick a day or a week where you 
organise a big early voting push. 

Need help? Unite’s Political team is here 
for you. 

Email: politcalfund@unitetheunion.org
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Political Fund ballots 
questions and answers 
for members.

Shouldn’t Unite just concentrate on defending 
members’ rights at work?

That is exactly what the Political Fund allows us 
to do. Unite has a renewed focus on fighting  
for better jobs, pay and conditions for members 
but the decisions and laws made by politicians 
affect our interests at work too. We all rely on 
decent public services and a healthy economy 
for our livelihood and pensions. 

So Unite must be able to campaign on all these 
issues to continue to fight for members 100%.

A

A

A

A

A

A

q

q

q

q

q

q

How much does the Political Fund cost  
a Unite member?

Contributions to the Political Fund, in the form 
of a levy, are only a small percentage of your 
union subscriptions on average it works out at 
81p per month – less than 3p per day.  

It is a small amount, but collectively adds up to  
a significant fund that we can use to stand up  
for our members, campaign on issues that 
matter to you and put our money where our 
mouth is.
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Who decides how the Political Fund  
is spent? 

Unite’s elected Executive Council oversees 
how the money is spent. 

The Executive is accountable to members 
through the Policy Conference and they 
ensure that when money is spent a clear 
benefit can be seen for Unite members.

Is it a secret ballot?

Yes and an independent scrutineer has been 
appointed to oversee the ballot. 

Is this a fund for the Labour Party?

No. The Political Fund is NOT a fund for the 
Labour Party.  It is your Unite Fund, not the 
Labour Party’s or any political party’s fund. 
Your fund is necessary to ensure that we can 
campaign on important issues, like defending 
our NHS. 

We use the Political Fund to campaign on the 
issues that matter to YOU – holding politicians 
and policy makers to account - because it is 
YOUR fund.

If I vote yes, does it mean I have to pay more?

No, absolutely not. Each member has the right 
to opt out of paying into the Political Fund 
whenever you want. A yes vote means that your 
union keeps its Political Fund and you keep 
the right to choose whether you pay into the 
Political Fund.



A
q

If I don’t want to contribute to the Political 
Fund, why should I vote yes?

Voting yes means that those members who  
want to pay into the Political Fund can continue 
to do so.  

Every Unite member, whether they contribute 
to the Political Fund or not, has a vote on 
whether to keep the Political Fund and a strong 
campaigning voice for members.

If you don’t want to contribute to the fund you 
don’t have to and can opt out at any time. 

New members do not automatically contribute 
to the fund – they have to make the active 
decision to join in.

All members can choose whether to opt in to 
the fund as it stands but without the Political 
Fund we wouldn’t be able to deliver on our key 
campaigns at all.

A

A
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I’m not really interested in politics why should 
I vote yes?

You may not be interested in politics, but you’re 
interested in your living standards, having a safe 
place to work and even your rights to be in a 
trade union. All of these things are influenced  
by politics and governed by laws.  
Without a Political Fund, your union is silenced 
on these issues. 

You should vote yes so that we can use our 
voice as Unite members to make a difference.

Who can vote in this ballot?

Everyone in England, Wales and Scotland, who 
was a member of the union on 31 January will 
be eligible to vote in this ballot – whether they 
contribute to the Political Fund, or not.

This does not apply to members residing in  
the Channel Islands, the Republic of Ireland 
or in Northern Ireland, which is covered by 
separate legislation.

How do I vote?

Your paper ballot will be sent to your home, 
unless you asked for it to be sent to another 
address. 

Make sure you read your ballot paper carefully 
and vote yes to keep our Political Fund. It 
must then be posted back to the independent 
scrutineers. 

A prepaid return envelope will be included with 
the ballot paper to make this easier for you. 

What if my ballot paper doesn’t arrive?

If you have not received a ballot paper by 
Tuesday 9 May 2023, please contact the 
independent scrutineer on  
0800 783 3856 or email:  
support@cesvotes.com
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Vote yes  
But don’t just take our 
word for it… 
Members from across the union know first-hand 
the difference our Political Fund makes. Hear it 
directly from them.

NHS
Our NHS will be 75 this year.  
But instead of celebrating this 
landmark, our pandemic heroes are 
having to fight for fair pay. 
Thanks to the Political Fund,  
we are taking this fight to the  
streets, to our communities  
and to those in power.

Equalities
Unite has a strong record on equalities. From 
calling for statutory rights for Equality Reps 
to lobbying for a ban on conversion therapy 
and from challenging discrimination in all 
its forms to campaigns like Get Me Home 
Safely, which demands greater safety for shift 
workers – particularly women – who work 
unsociable hours, our Political Fund ensures 
we have the resources to continue the fight 
for a more equal society.
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Transport
Across transport, private companies 
are making eye-watering profits 
and expecting workers to pay for 
the pandemic – our union won’t 
let them. There has been an 827% 
increase in strike action among 
Unite bus drivers and the fightback 
doesn’t stop there. 

From lobbying for the 
renationalisation of rail and buses to 
securing the future of our aviation 
industry while fighting for better 
conditions for cabbies, dockers 
and HGV drivers, the Political Fund 
means we can put our money 
where our mouth is.



Hospitality
Without Unite, bosses would still think 
they could get away with stealing our 
tips. But Unite’s Fair Tips campaign, using 
the Political Fund, called out which 
employers were the worst offenders, 
pressured some into stopping and now 
there’s even a Fair Tips Bill going through 
Parliament which will deal with the ones 
who still won’t do the right thing. Along 
with organising in our workplaces, the 
Political Fund enables us to fight and win 
in our sector.
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REMEMBER ...

The ballot opens on  
1 May 2023 and closes 
on 22 May 2023.

Order your campaign pack at  
www.unitetheunion.org/
PoliticalFund  
or from your regional office. 

Vote  yes
for a  
workers’ 
voice!

Manufacturing
UK manufacturing is the best in the 
world – the Political Fund allows us 
to remind politicians of this. It means 
we can keep the pressure on when it 
comes to fair procurement, investment 
in skills and infrastructure here in Britain 
and defending jobs in plants and supply 
chains – from transport to raw materials 
– while we raise pay and conditions.

 



1 – 22 May 2023.
make a difference 
and vote yes  
for your  
political fund

Your union 
needs a 
Political 
Fund to 
ensure 
workers’ 
voices 
continue to 
be heard. 

VOTE YES AS WE FIGHT  
TO PROTECT JOBS,  
PAY AND CONDITIONS.


