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Stay involved in the important issues of the day

Stay active in campaigning for a better deal

Stay engaged with friends and your union

Join us in the fight for dignity
in retirement



I’m very proud and privileged to lead our union’s 
work with our retired members. Their passion 
and determination to take the experiences and 
lessons of industrial activism into retirement is a 
fantastic tribute to them and a demonstration of 
the values of unity and solidarity demonstrated 
across our union.
 
Retired Members Plus is an integral part of our 
union and one that enables our members retiring from work but not the fight 
to stay actively involved in their union, to retain friendships and comradery, to 
meet regularly, discuss common concerns and build campaigns and actions. 
I’m always inspired by the work, our retired members do in support of our 
younger generation and those in work as much as by the work they do in 
support of pensioners themselves. Whether its supporting a local picket line or 
campaigning against zero-hours contracts, demanding decent homes for all or a 
national social care service.
 
We welcome all members and those that haven’t been an industrial member 
previously, to join with us. We understand that just as at work, we are stronger 
together, acting in unity and showing solidarity. We understand class politics 
and the need to elect politicians that have shared our experiences of life at 
work and in working class communities. So whether you just want to meet 
up with friends and comrades regularly for a chat, a cup of tea and a biscuit 
or want to get more involved in either your union or the National Pensioners 
Convention please stay involved.
 
It’s easy to sign up, you don’t have to leave your union, lose your benefits and 
rejoin something new, our retired members structure is part of our union. Just 
talk to your branch secretary or contact your local office on the number at the 
end of this booklet. You’ll be very welcome!
 
Steve Turner
Assistant General Secretary
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Coming up to retirement
or already retired?
Unite has a home for you and a way for you to stay involved with friends and 
comrades beyond work. Just because you’ve retired from work doesn’t mean 
your union no longer recognises your experience, passion or activity over 
many years fighting to make a difference for friends, colleagues and family.

          As a retiree we welcome your involvement, 
provide a safe place for you to meet with others, to 
discuss your concerns and plan activities to support 
and improve your life beyond paid work, support 
your family and improve your community

Unite’s retired members branches help you to stay involved, prevent isolation 
and allow you to keep up-to-date on important issues and have a say on 
how we address concerns. We provide skills training to upskill members in a 
changing world, preventing digital isolation that can so often impact on social 
opportunities in retirement.
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Because you care…
That’s why you joined your union at work, and that’s exactly why you should 
now stay involved in retirement. You understand that to improve things in life 
you have to stay united, organise and show solidarity to one another. That’s 
true whether at work or in wider society.

Unite’s retired members are passionate about making a difference, not just for 
them in retirement but for their grandchildren, family and friends. We all live 
in the same community and our families are facing problems today many of 
us thought we’d left behind in the last century.

Our retired members support our campaigns for:

  Decent work for all; ending zero-hours contracts, insecurity, low pay and 
few career opportunities

  Better communities; securing decent public services, ending poverty, 
stronger social cohesion and safe, secure and affordable homes for all

  Dignity in retirement; an end to pensioner poverty, safe, accessible 
public transport, properly funded social care and health services, universal 
benefits such as the free bus pass, TV licence for the over 75’s, winter fuel 
allowance and NHS prescriptions



Where do I fit in?
Unite has established retired member 
branches across our union, all members 
are allocated to their local branch 
which operates in the same way as your 
industrial branch with a Secretary and 
Chair and delegates to other parts of the 
union and those we work with such as 
the National Pensioners Convention and 
Scottish Pensioners Forum.

We have a retired member delegate on our Regional Committees and 
Executive Council, we send delegates to the union’s Policy and Rules 
conferences and have a bi-annual conference of our own to discuss our own 
issues as retirees.

Most of our work however is local, community based and aimed at bringing 
people together to build a better community. This includes lobbying and 
campaigning, leafleting and petitioning or simply meeting up locally with like-
minded people to discuss issues important to us.

          You’re a valued and vital part of our union, you 
know why solidarity and unity is important and the 
lessons you’ve learnt from life are as a valid in our 
communities as they ever were at work

Retired from work
but not the fight?
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Our collective strength brings
other benefits
You’ve paid for union benefits all your working life, why lose 
them in retirement?

Unite has a number of fantastic benefits for all our members as well as some 
specific ones for members in retirement. Whether you’ve made a claim 
against them at work or not you shouldn’t walk away from them in retirement 
just at a time in your life when you may actually need them.

Legal benefits including legal assistance

It’s always important to know your rights, but in todays complex world it can 
be even more important to have a lawyer on hand who knows them better. 
You can count on the best professional advice with our free legal helpline.

Personal injury: Unite has a panel of specialist personal injury law firms who 
are on hand to assist with any claim in retirement just as when you were at 
work. Whether 
it’s a road traffic 
accident or on the 
street we are there 
to help at your time 
of need and Unite’s 
service guarantees 
you receive 100 
per cent of any 
compensation 
awarded.
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Financial mis-selling: If you have had a loan, mortgage, car finance or credit 
card in the past 10 years you could be entitled to compensation in respect of 
mis-sold Payment Protection Insurance (PPI).

Insurance services: For you home, travel, pet or personal accident our partners 
offer competitive rates

Benefits of particular interest (sorry but we have to raise it….)

Unite offers Funeral and Fixed Fee Probate services to our retired members 
as well as a free basic Will Service from one of our panel of legal firms. 
In addition, Unite’s panel of solicitors will also draw up Lasting Power of 
Attorney for you at a fixed low cost rate.

To see a full list of benefits including terms and conditions visit 
our website at www.unitelegalservices.org
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Support with your personal
finances
Unite’s retired members can take advantage of a range of free financial 
services which will help you manage your money:

 Personal Financial Review

 Unite Debt Management

 Equity Release Plans

 Unite Credit Union

 Foreign Currency Services

For details on each of these services visit our website
www.unitelegalservices.org



Useful contacts
Unite Central Office
128 Theobalds Road
Holborn
London  WC1X 8TN 
Tel: 020 7611 2500
www.unitetheunion.org
 
National Pensioners Convention
Marchmont Community Centre
62 Marchmont Street
London  WC1N 1AB
Tel: 020 7837 6622
www.npcuk.org

Scottish Pensioners Forum
333 Woodlands Road
Glasgow  G3 6NG
Tel: 0141 337 8113
www.scottishpensioners.org.uk

 
 

AGE UK   
Travis House
1-6 Tavistock Square
London
WC1H 9NA

Tel: 0800 678 1602
(confidential helpline)
www.ageuk.org.uk
 
WASPI (Women Against State 
Pension Inequality)
International House
12 Constance Street
London
E16 2DQ

Tel: 020 7592 9592
www.waspi.co.uk
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How do I stay involved?
You’re already a member of Unite so staying active in your union once 
you’ve retired is really easy. You don’t have to leave your union and re-join 
something else – our Retired Members Sector is an integral part of our 
union.
 
Simply call your local office or the appropriate regional office overleaf, tell 
them you’re retiring from work and they’ll do the rest. We’ll change any direct 
debit payment or make sure that when your check off payment ends a new 
direct debit starts. It’s as simple as that!
 
If you’re not a current member of Unite but want to get involved simply 
complete a new member application form, either on paper from your local 
Unite office or the appropriate Regional Office (overleaf). Alternatively join 
on-line at www.unitetheunion.org/join
 
If you are having difficulties you can contact us online at
www.unitetheunion.org/contact-us
 
However you join, simply set up a direct debit and that’s it, you’re in and 
very welcome!



unitetheunion1 @unitetheunion @unitetheunion Unitetheunion

www.unitetheunion.org

Ireland 
Regional Secretary Jackie Pollock 
 
Belfast Regional Office 
26-34 Antrim Road, Belfast  BT15 2AA 
tel *028 90 232381 
(*04890 when calling from the RoI) 
 
Dublin Office 
Unite House, 55-56 Middle Abbey Street, 
Dublin 1 
D01 X002 
tel + 353 (0)1 873 4577

Scotland 
Regional Secretary Pat Rafferty 
John Smith House, 145/165 West Regent Street, 
Glasgow  G2 4RZ 
tel 0141 404 5424 

North East, Yorkshire 
and Humberside 
Regional Secretary Karen Reay 
55 Call Lane, Leeds  LS1 7BW 
tel 0113 236 4830North West 

Regional Secretary Ritchie James 
Jack Jones House, 2 Churchill Way, 
Liverpool  L3 8EF 
tel 0151 559 2004 

West Midlands 
Regional Secretary Annmarie Kilcline 
Unit 2, Holt Court, Heneage Street, 
Birmingham  B7 4AX 
tel 0121 553 6051 

East Midlands 
Regional Secretary Paresh Patel 
102 Bath Lane, Friars Mill, 
Leicester, LE3 5BJ 
tel 0116 253 2020 

London and Eastern 
Regional Secretary Peter Kavanagh 
33-37 Moreland Street, 
London  EC1V 8BB 
tel 020 8800 4281 

South East 
Regional Secretary Sarah Carpenter South 
East Regional Centre, 
Chalvey Road East, 
Slough  SL1 2LS 
tel 01753 3138201

Wales 
Regional Secretary Peter Hughes 
1 Cathedral Road, Cardiff  CF11 9SD 
tel 02920 394 521 

South West 
Regional Secretary Steve Preddy 
Tony Benn House, 
Victoria Street, 
Bristol  BS1 6AY 
tel 0117 923 0555 
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