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The local press is very important. More people read their local paper than a national newspaper and
getting a letter published in the letters page is a great way of highlighting an issue.

WWRRIITTIINNGG  LLEETTTTEERRSS  FFOORR  PPUUBBLLIICCAATTIIOONN  

When writing to the press, try to make sure your letters are:

11..        AAccccuurraattee  -- make sure that your information is correct. Where possible, support your arguments factually.

22..        BBrriieeff  -- the shorter the better, as many newspapers receive hundreds of letters a day and journalists are very busy. It
may help to focus on one major point. Also, make your main point as early on in the letter as possible, as editors will
tend to cut the end of a letter if they are running short of space - make this easier for them.

33..      CClleeaarr  -- any letter must make sense. Also, remember that whilst you may know a great deal about a subject, maybe not
all the newspaper readers will.

44..      PPeerrssoonnaall  -- often, letters are more likely to be published if they contain personal knowledge or experience – e.g. the
affect a pay freeze is having on you and your family.

SSOOMMEE  PPRRAACCTTIICCAALL  MMAATTTTEERRSS  

1. If you are hoping to have your letter published, begin with "For Publication’ and address your letter to ‘The Editor". 

2. Include your full name, address, phone number and e-mail address. Include a note after your signature if you do not
want the newspaper or media outlet to publish these details. 

LLeetttteerr  wwrriittiinngg  iiss  jjuusstt  oonnee  wwaayy  ttoo  ggeett  yyoouurr  iissssuuee  ppuubblliicciittyy..  TThheerree  aarree  ootthheerr  wwaayy ss  ttoo
ggeett  mmeeddiiaa  ccoovveerraaggee  iinncclluuddiinngg  pphhoottoo  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  aanndd  pprreessss  rreelleeaasseess..  FFoorr
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthheessee  sseeee  tthhee  ‘‘UUnniittee  gguuiiddee  ttoo  ccaammppaaiiggnniinngg  ffoorr  llooccaall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt
wwoorrkkeerrss’’  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonn  oouurr  wweebbssiittee..
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