UNITE Report to

CPHVA National Professional Committee Community Practitioners & Health Visitors Association

National Professional Committee

	Committee/Region:
	HV Forum 

	Date:
	July 13th 2010

	HV Forum Member in attendance:
	Maggie Fisher  

(Chair) 

South East      

Sally Hamer                 

North West     

Hilary Roscoe                

London    

Jane Shaw                                           

North West     

Caroline Mackenzie        

Scotland

Judith Moore                 

East Midlands   

Carolyn Taylor               

North East      



	In attendance:
	Dave Munday  
Gavin Fergie Items 6 & 10

	Apologies:
	Anna East (London)  

Mary Seckington (Eastern) – wishes to stand down
Sue Watson (Northern Ireland)  

Anne Longton  London


Summary/Key Points: 
Update on the further workshops on model of HV practice for HCP and Action on Health Visiting Feedback from follow up event Leeds May 28th. First region event on the HCP Model of practice to be held in London August 6th 2010..See September’s Community Practitioner page 10. Brief discussion of NHS White Paper Equity and Excellence and repercussions for health visiting. See attached notes re conference call Maggie had with NCB Early Childhood Forum re the implications of this White Paper for health visiting
Training – need to increase funding for salary of student SCPHNs. JM reported big cut in funding for students in East Midlands to be addressed with SHA. Are the NPC aware of this in their areas?  Can you let Maggie know please?

Family Commission consultation response –Submitted to Unite/CPHVA end of July on behalf of HV Forum.

HV Forum election process 7 members of the forum have their membership term ending and 1 newly recruited member Mary Seckington (Eastern) has expressed a wish to stand down as unable to contribute to the work of the Forum due to work pressures  Leaving only 3 members of the present forum who can stand again. All asked to encourage colleagues to apply. Concern expressed over the difficulties of getting members to come forward for the forum and do the required work in the present climate.
All HV Forum members requested to promote Conference and all took flyers away with them.
Registered Nurse Development Guidance. Now printed and copies distributed at the meeting also copies available to download from the website.

Northern Ireland – Sue Watson not there so no report on N Ireland. Gavin updated us on the current situation.

Wales – no representative present and no report received from PO as Gill Deverux has left. Gavin reported that Wales is reducing the number of health boards. Both Wales and Scotland have said no to privatization.
Scotland – Modernising nursing in the community project 3 subgroups
subgroups – early years and parenting, keeping people at home and keeping people at work and play. Review of nursing in the community – final report in the autumn. FNP commenced – first test site in Edinburgh have enrolled two thirds. 

Educational Inserts for the Journal: Gavin outlined this piece of work and ideas sought from the Forum on suitable future topics. At present one being done on Home Hygiene (see Septembers Jounal) Skin Care and toilet training in the pipeline.

Other suggestions for future topics from the HV Forum were

· Constipation and faecal smearing

· Working with Fathers

· Bottle feeding with love

· Colic and wind management

· Public health and social capital 
Munrow Review of Child Protection: The forum debated the questions asked and MF put together these thoughts from this discussion and submitted to Obi to be sent to the DfE from the CPHVA. The Forum had no positive example to share so unable to submit any evidence as only examples of innovative practice and solutions to complex challenges were requested however we did agree to submit the following statement and observation: 

“We feel concerned that there is no representation from specialist safeguarding professionals from health on the Review Team and feel this is a very worrying oversight”

We debated the response form at the National Health Visitors Forum meeting July 13th 2010 and none of the representatives there felt they were able to provide any examples of good practice examples or even how things had improved post Lord Laming's review. In fact many of our health visitor members report further deterioration in services and that a blame culture still exists resulting in practitioners feeling very defensive

	Information to be placed on the region/country web pages:
	HV Forum minutes to go on CPHVA website when done

Response to The Family Commission to go on website 


	Action required/ recommendations to be considered:
	

	Signed:
	Maggie Fisher

	Date:
	September 5th 2010

	Next Meeting:
	Tuesday 2010


Maggie has also spoken on BBC Radio Berkshire twice re the crisis in health visiting ad on Radio 5 live re the same.

Meetings attended

SE Regional Professional Forum attended

APPG for Children Meeting Coalition Policy on Children and Young People speaker Sarah Teather Minister for Children and Young People July 11th 2010. Notes from meeting circulated

Workshop on health visiting and teleconference with DH on HV model of practice

Teleconference re impact of NHS White paper on health visiting. With NCB ECF- notes attached
Maggie has also reviewed the Bliss Community Health Professionals Guide and the Home Hygiene Insert for the Journal.

I have reviewed 2 books for the Journal one on Domestic Absue and one on sleep

Interviews given to the following magazines and Journals:

· The CP on Independent Review and Early Intervention

· Pregnancy and Birth Magazine on when parents can expect to see a HV

· Junior Magazine on assessing tracking of weight in the under 5s

· Woman magazine on why honey should not be given to babies under 1 year old readers question

· Woman magazine on the use of cabbage leaves to ease breast pain when feeding readers question
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